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AGENDA

• Intro / MNJIS History / Purpose – Eric Knutson
• Overview of products

– Eric Knutson
– Katie Meiers
– Lisa LaBarre
– Troy Woltman
– Zach Bergan



WHAT IS MNJIS?
(MINNESOTA JUSTICE INFORMATION SERVICES)

6

The State’s “gateway” to criminal 
justice information

(local, state and federal)



WHAT IS MNJIS MISSION?
7

Mission: To serve as the state’s gateway 
for the delivery of criminal justice 

information by providing accurate, timely 
and complete information for better 

decision-making.



WHY DO WE NEED TO SHARE INFO?

• 1990’s
• Criminal justice community & public noticing consequences 

caused by lack of information sharing

8



BCA SYSTEM MAP



BCA PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

• Law Enforcement Message 
Switch (LEMS)

• PS Portals
• National Law Enforcement 

Telecommunications System 
NLETS)

• Permit Tracking System
• Gun Permit Tracking System
• DVS Access
• License Plate Reader File (LPR)



LAW ENFORCEMENT MESSAGE SWITCH
• The switch is directing:

•  ~850,000 – ~1M transactions per day!
• ~302,600,000 – ~356,000,000 per year

• Criminal Justice
‒ Law Enforcement
‒ Courts
‒ Corrections
‒ Prosecutors/Public Defenders
‒ BCA Internal Staff

• Non Criminal Justice
‒ Citizens
‒ State Agencies

• Other states/National



PS PORTALS







NLETS

THE INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE 
& 

PUBLIC SAFETY NETWORK



NLETS

More than 140 transaction types available such as:
• Driver information
• Vehicle queries
• Criminal Histories
• Probation, Parole and Corrections
• Commercial Vehicle information
• Interpol information

Over 3 billion transactions in 2023, 
connecting more than 35,000 agencies 
and 800,000 devices



NLETS

• Contributing jurisdictions
‒ 50 states/District of Columbia/Puerto Rico/Virgin 

Islands
‒ Guam
‒ Canada
‒ 28 Federal agencies

• Types of data requested
‒ Drivers license
‒ License plates
‒ Criminal histories



HOW IT WORKS Nlets receives MN query, checks the 
validity, then forwards it to Texas

Texas receives the query, gathers the 
info and sends response back to Nlets

Nlets receives the response from TX 
and forwards to MN

A MN State Trooper pulls over a driver with a TX license. 
MN does not have internal data on TX drivers. 
A query is sent to Nlets.

1.5 seconds!!



BCA APPLICATIONS

• Permit Tracking System
– Designed for 87 MN Sheriff’s departments to maintain data 

on permit to carry applicants in their jurisdiction 
– Allows for efficient transfer of data of applicants for 

background checks

• Gun Permit Background Check
– Used for permit to carry and permit to purchase/transfer 

applicants
– Queries 10 different systems from one search

• NICS, NCIC, III, NLETS
• MN Hotfiles, Criminal History, DVS, MNCIS Criminal, 

MNCIS Civil, DHS



BCA APPLICATIONS

• DVS Access
– Allows law enforcement to access DVS information

• Drivers license
• License plate
• Dealers

• License Plate Reader
– Data file comprised of multiple systems

• FBI Hot files – stolen vehicles, wanted persons
• MN Hot files – wanted persons, KOPS alerts
• DVS – suspended/revoked licenses
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POR SYSTEMS
(PREDATORY OFFENDER REGISTRY)

• POR RMS (Records Management System)
• POR LE (Law Enforcement site)
• POR ES (Electronic Submissions site)
• POR Public Non-Compliant Website

– NSOPW (National Sex Offender Public Website) – links to this BCA site and MN 
DOC’s(Department of Corrections) Public Registrant site (level 3 and provisionally 
discharged civil commitments (Sexually Dangerous/Sexually Psychopathic 
Personality) 



POR RMS
(RECORDS MANAGEMENT SYSTEM)

• Internal POR Unit system
– Create offender files
– Update offender information
– Transmit offender information to FBI record (when eligible)
– Transmit offender information to MN record (all offenders)
– Contains documents and photos



POR LE
(LAW ENFORCEMENT)

• Built in 2008
– First used by law enforcement to query POR data

• Generate list of offenders in jurisdiction (area searches)
• Generate list of potential suspects (investigative search)
• Later allowed view into offender file – added 

corrections/probation users



POR ES
(ELECTRONIC SUBMISSIONS)

• Allows full view of offender file, documents and photos
• Allows for forms to be completed online with law 

enforcement/corrections/probation:
– Change of Information
– Homeless Check Ins
– Incarceration Reports
– Upload documents
– Upload photos
– Registrations (soon)
– Change of Status (tbd)



POR NON-COMPLIANT PUBLIC WEBSITE

• Per statute website is available, the amount and type of 
information made available is limited to the information 
necessary for the public to assist law enforcement in locating 
the offender.

• Posting criteria:
• Not in a residential facility or incarcerated
• Non-compliant for over 30 days
• 16 years or older

Website - https://por.state.mn.us/
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FINGERPRINTING & CRIMINAL HISTORY
WHERE DOES THE INFORMATION GO?

 

MN Criminal 
History Record

Law Enforcement
Record/Jail Management 

System

MRAP & Rapid 
ID

Court
Disposition 

Data

Probation 
Client 

Notification

BCA FP system
MN & ND

FBI FP & 
criminal history 

system

DOC 
custody 
status

FBI 
ID Number



LIVESCAN

Livescan devices:

• Capture biometric fingerprint data 

• 99% of criminal fingerprints are submitted electronically to 
the BCA

• Ink cards are mailed to BCA,  scanned, and entered so the 
submission follows the same process as Livescan 
submissions

• Used for civil prints for employment and licensing



BCA FINGERPRINT SYSTEM - ABIS
 

AUTOMATED BIOMETRIC IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM

• Implemented in May 2023 replacing AFIS
• One of the first major BCA systems to be moved to the cloud.
• Remote Latent Print Labs  - 5 labs 
• Attempt to match to other fingerprints in MN to establish 

identity.
• Checks against latent prints of unsolved crimes
• Sends to FBI to compare against national fingerprints
• Other services provided:

– Rapid identification
– Civil background checks



RAPID ID

• Available to Law Enforcement Agencies

• Assist at a traffic stop in the field to identify person based on 
biometric fingerprint data

• Returns MN and FBI data includes a photo if photo available in 
the Criminal History System (CHS) 

• DEMO unit available today 



XXX
THE EVOLUTION OF CRIMINAL HISTORY

1924

2 million fingerprint cards 
received by FBI each year



XXX
THE EVOLUTION OF CRIMINAL HISTORY

1980s

MN CCH provided background 
check data in a timely manner but 
it was:

• Antiquated
• Inflexible
• Hard to maintain
• Dozens of manual processes

1990-2015



XXX
THE EVOLUTION OF CRIMINAL HISTORY

1980’s 2015-2018

BCA built the Criminal 

History System which 

went live in 2018

1990-2015



SEARCH MN ONLY OR NATIONAL



MN RECORD



Demographics

Court- 
Sentence

Corrections

Booking

RECORD LAYOUT



CRIMINAL HISTORY PUBLIC SITE

• Data on criminal convictions is public for 15 years following 
the completion of a sentence 

• Contains public data maintained by the BCA including:
– Offenses
– Courts of conviction
– Dates of conviction
– Sentencing information

• https://chs.state.mn.us/Search/ChsSearch 



BREAKING DOWN SYSTEM ACTIVITY

• 500 adult and juvenile bookings
• 200 name-based background checks
• 1,000 fingerprint background checks

• 3.6 Million Public internet checks
• 2.25 Million law enforcement queries (MN & 

nationwide)

Daily

Yearly



MINNESOTA REPOSITORY OF ARREST PHOTOS
(MRAP)

• Database of arrest & booking photos and other identifying 
information submitted by law enforcement agencies

• MN law enforcement agencies utilize MRAP to: 
–  Verify the ID of a subject  
– Create photo line up

• Import non-arrest photos
• Search based on known demographics and crime type



• 7,617,526 total images  

– 3.2 million face images
– remainder profile & SMT images 

• 3,285,213 total arrest records

• 70,490 total lineups have been created
    
• 2,880 active users

MRAP SYSTEM STATISTICS 2023



CHANGES COMING: CANNABIS  & CLEAN SLATE

• BCA is actively working toward legislative change impacting 
the Criminal History System (CHS) 

• There is a banner on criminal history records noting certain 
low-level marijuana-related offenses are no longer a crime and 
are eligible for sealing.

•  BCA is working toward Clean Slate Expungements to be 
implemented by January 2025. 
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TALKING POINTS 

• What is eCharging
• eCharging Modules
• eCharging workflow 
• Who uses/who does it serve
• What are the benefits of using eCharging
• New eCharging functionality



WHAT IS ECHARGING

• eCharging
• Statewide standardized electronic workflow and document(s) creation 

system that moves criminal justice information between MN criminal 
justice agencies

• Helps to facilitate the creation, validation of information and workflow of 
many different criminal justice processes

• Integrations with:
– Driver and Vehicle Services
– Minnesota Court System
– Law Enforcement and Prosecutors in each county
– BCA Toxicology Lab



E-CHARGING MODULES

Criminal 
Complaints

D.W.I.

Incident 
Referrals         

to Prosecution

eCitations
(UI/schema)

Search 
Warrants

Criminal 
Vehicular 
Operation

Juvenile 
Petitions

(New module)



E-CHARGING USERS

Role

Law Enforcement Officer 11,353
Law Enforcement Records 1,516
Prosecutor 1,255
Paralegal 856
Judge 414
Court Administration 832
Driver & Vehicle Services 24
Jail Administrator 52
BCA Admin/Support 52
TOTAL: 16,332



ECHARGING COMPLAINT PROCESS BEGINS….

Incident LE Report JudgeOfficerProsecutor



ECHARGING BENEFITS

• Reduces redundant data entry between agencies
• Improves processing time by eliminating the need for 

documents as they flow between agencies
• Eliminates travel time for users  

– (search warrants, citations, complaints, petition, DWI’s )

• eCharging standardized workflow and documents throughout 
all 87 counties for many different processes



ECHARGING SUCCESS

• Saves at least 45 minutes per criminal complaint 
resulting in 75,000 fewer total staff hours per year 
and 45 minutes per DWI arrest resulting in 
20,000+ fewer total staff hours/year.

• Carver County Implements eCharging
– $86,000 saved in one year
– $517,000 + saved over 5 years



ECHARGING COLLABORATION PARTNERS
AND TALKING POINTS

Collaboration with:
– Office of Traffic Safety (OTS)
– Driver and Vehicle Services (DVS)
– Minnesota State Courts
– Continual engagement and feedback from eCharging users
– Prosecutors
MN is the only state that utilizes a system like eCharging



ECHARGING STATISTICS

• Since 2016, 141,700 search warrant applications have been 
processed

• What took hours, now takes minutes…



ECHARGING STATISTICS 

• DWI is Voluntary!
• 99.999% of all DWI’s sent to DPS come 

through eCharging 
• Federal fiscal year 2023

– 25,872 DWI’s
– TWO paper to DPS



WHAT IS ON THE HORIZON?

• Update all eCharging Modules (multi-year plan) to ensure product sustainability 
and to meet FBI security and system security related items

– Search Warrants
• ERPO Extreme Risk Protection Order

– DWI
– Complaint
– Incident Referral 
– eCharging Hub



Zachary Bergan
Uniform Crime Reporting 

Administrator
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NO-KNOCK REPORTING

•  All agencies are required to submit a report to MN BCA 
when a no-knock report is requested
–  MN Statute 626.14, subd. 4; went into effect Sept. 1, 

2021

•  The Bureau must also produce an annual summary report 
to the Commissioner 



NO-KNOCK REPORTING 
(CONTINUED)

•  What no-knock information is reported?
–  Number of warrants requested
–  Number of warrants court issued
–  Number of warrants executed
–  Number of injuries and fatalities suffered, if any, by 

peace officers and civilians during warrant execution

–  Reports to MN BCA are due no later than 90 days after 
the warrant was issued. Warrant reports are submitted 
via MN BCA’s Supplemental Reporting System.



NO-KNOCK REPORTING 
(CONTINUED)

•  “Is a report required even if the warrant is denied or never 
executed?”
–  Yes!

•  “What if we didn’t actually enter a structure?”
–  Still required, e.g.:

• Ion swabs
• Canine sniffs
• Vehicle trackers
• UAV / aerial surveillance



NO-KNOCK REPORTING 
(CONTINUED)

• Annual no-knock reporting: 
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/bca/Pages/no-knock-
reports.aspx



CRIME REPORTING

•  Crime reporting lands within one of two areas:
–  Supplemental reporting
–  NIBRS reporting



CRIME REPORTING – 
SUPPLEMENTAL

•  Supplemental reporting covers the following areas:
–  Firearms discharge (MN Statute 626.553)

• Includes accidental discharges and private security
–  Use of force (MN Statute 626.5534)

• Death, serious bodily injury, and firearms discharge
–  Pursuits (MN Statute 626.5532)

• Active pursuits only



CRIME REPORTING – 
NIBRS

•  NIBRS:
–  National Incident-Based Reporting System
–  Program developed and administered by FBI
–  MN NIBRS data is ‘rolled up’ to the FBI for use and 

consideration at a national level

–  Meets the FBI’s UCR goal of providing a common 
language for different criminal statutes, which produces 
a nationwide view of crime statistics



CRIME REPORTING – 
NIBRS (CONTINUED)

•  NIBRS report components:

NIBRS data: rich with detail and value!



CRIME REPORTING – 
NIBRS (CONTINUED)

•  NIBRS data flow:

Incident occurs

LEA enters 
details into RMS

Data transmitted 
to BCA

Validated, stored, 
warehoused

Sent to FBI



CRIME REPORTING – 
CRIME DATA PUBLICATIONS

•  “Does the BCA publish crime data?”
–  The BCA publishes an annual Uniform Crime Report



CRIME REPORTING – 
UNIFORM CRIME REPORT

•  “What are the limitations of the report?”
–  Snapshot in time
–  Limited to the visualizations we think you want to see
–  Limited to the offenses and geographical details we 

think you want to see



CRIME REPORTING – 
MN CRIME DATA EXPLORER

•  “Where can we see the most recent data?”
–  Minnesota Crime Data Explorer
–  New data monthly, updated data daily
–  Meets the requirement of the Uniform Crime Report in 

near real-time
–  Download the data you’re interested in and create your 

own visuals!



NEW: CARJACKING DATA 
ADDED TO MN CDE

• Designated reporting area in the MN Crime Data 
Explorer (introduced December 2023)

• Includes:
– Number of attempted and completed offenses
– Injury type
– Weapon or force involved
– Victim and offender demographics
– Monthly trends
– Offenses by day and hour



CRIME REPORTING – 
MN CRIME DATA EXPLORER

•  https://cde.state.mn.us/



MN DRUG CRIMES AND 
OVERDOSE DASHBOARD

• New public website, launched in September 2023

• A component of Minnesota’s Drug Monitoring Initiative

• Dashboard includes:
– Drug overdose information (MN EMSRB)
– Drug-related death information (MN Dept. of Health)
– Drug arrest information (NIBRS)

https://bcadataportal.state.mn.us/



CRIME REPORTING – 
THE BIG PICTURE

• Immediate, on-demand access to statewide data
• Empowers the public with the ability to measure public 

safety in their communities
• Provides accuracy and clarity around numbers for media, 

academics, and legislators
• Data drives everything – from focused enforcements, to 

budget requests and research initiatives
• Informed decisions lead to effective policy and budgeting 

of resources, which creates a safer Minnesota for everyone







MEMBER VACANCIES UPDATE
DIANE BARTELL



CURRENT VACANCIES

Three (3) members of the Judicial Branch 
appointed by the chief justice of the Supreme 
Court – 2 vacancies
The Commissioner of Administration or designee

The State Court Administrator or designee

Two (2) members appointed by the Minnesota  
Sheriffs Association, at least one of whom must be a 
sheriff
Two (2) members appointed by the Minnesota 
League of Cities representing the interests of city 
attorneys, at least one of whom must be a city 
attorney
Two (2) probation officers appointed by the 
Commissioner of Corrections in consultation with 
the president of the Minnesota Association of 
County Probation Officers (MACPO) – 1 vacancy

Four (4) public members appointed by the Governor for a term of six (6) 
years, one of whom represents the    interests of victims, and one whom 
represents the    private business community who have expertise in   
integrated information systems – 2 vacancies

Two (2) members appointed by the  Minnesota Association of Counties, 
one of whom works or resides in Greater Minnesota and one of whom 
works or resides in the seven-county metropolitan area; and one of 
whom is an elected official – 1 vacancy

One (1) member of the Senate appointed by the majority leader of 
the Senate

One (1) member appointed by the attorney general



ANY OTHER UPDATES

Members



May Agenda Items and 
any other business

Members



NEXT MEETING:
 FRIDAY, MAY 10, 2024

9:00 A.M. – 11:00 A.M.
BCA



ADJOURN
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