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Minnesota Office of Justice Programs (OJP) Domestic Violence Housing First Pilot Program Standards 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOUSING FIRST PILOT PROGRAM STANDARDS – Renewal Grant 2026
Programs awarded Domestic Violence Housing First (DVHF) Pilot Program funding from the Office of Justice Programs (OJP) must show continual progress toward meeting the expectations detailed in the Program Standards.

The goal of DVHF funding is to support domestic violence programs to implement a DVHF approach agency-wide by providing flexible financial assistance through survivor-driven, trauma-informed mobile advocacy, and building on community engagement activities with the goal to assist survivors of domestic and/or sexual violence experiencing housing instability in the state of Minnesota. Program services should be tailored to the needs of the populations within the funded service area(s).

OJP Expectations of Funded Programs

A. Commitment to Accessibility, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion:  Provide an accessible, welcoming, and respectful service environment.  Provide services in a culturally sensitive and respectful way that honors and values diverse life experiences for those seeking services, and for program staff, leadership, and advisory boards. OJP asks programs to make efforts to diversify their leadership, staff, and board membership to include persons from diverse communities and populations, including people who have been impacted by crime.

B. Commitment to Using a Trauma-informed Approach: Provide services in a way that recognizes, understands, and responds to the effects of trauma experienced by crime victims/survivors. A trauma-informed approach emphasizes physical, mental, and emotional health and safety, and helps victims/survivors rebuild a sense of control and empowerment.  Services need to be flexible to respond to the impact of different types of traumas and on meeting victims’ self-defined needs toward recovery and healing. For more information: https://www.ovcttac.gov/taskforceguide/eguide/4-supporting-victims/41-using-a-trauma- informed-approach/

C. Confidentiality: Programs are prohibited from disclosing, revealing, or releasing personally identifying information or information collection in connection with services utilized, requested, or denied unless: (1) the service participant has signed a release of information,
(2) a law mandates disclosure, or (3) a court has ordered disclosure. Releases must be unique to the individual victim/survivor and circumstances, be voluntary, and cannot be presented as routine practice.

D. Voluntary Services:  Participation in supportive services must not be required of survivors, but funded programs must ensure services are offered, available, and accessible.

E. Program Evaluation:  Programs will be expected to engage in program evaluation.  Evaluation efforts may include victim satisfaction or other surveys, needs assessments, or other activities that help to improve delivery of services.  Program evaluation helps programs understand, verify, or increase the effectiveness of programming.  It can also provide data to highlight the program’s impact.  Additionally, it will build capacity to evaluate programs and/or projects in the future.

F. Harm Reduction Approach:  Applying a harm reduction approach is required for programs to reduce risks for participants related to survivor choices (may include self-hurting, drug/alcohol use, being in contact with an abuser/perpetrator, and survival sex).

G. Survivor-Centered Approach:  Programs must apply a survivor-centered approach to ensure survivor choice is prioritized as it relates to their safety, well-being, rights, needs, and wishes.

H. Engaging People with Lived Experience:  Survivors with lived experience of housing instability must be consulted as the program plans for implementation of the Domestic Violence Housing First approach.


Domestic Violence Housing First Implementation Commitment

1. Commitment to implementing a Domestic Violence Housing First approach agency wide to include the following:

A. Utilizing and offering all three components (pillars) of the Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence (WSCADV) model program for Domestic Violence Housing First:
a. Survivor-Driven, Trauma-Informed Mobile Advocacy: Working in partnership with survivors with advocacy focused on safety and supporting survivors to rebuild control over their lives. Survivors lead the process, choose their own goals, and define what is going to be safer for themselves.
b. Flexible Financial Assistance: Funds without limits, conditions, or restrictions used to support survivors to become stably housed.
c. Community Engagement: Advocates working in the community to build lasting connections with the goal of engaging community members in supporting survivors’ safety, independence, and housing stability.

B. Acknowledge the following fundamentals (source: DVHF Guidelines and Approach Standards) to fully implement the DVHF program, agency wide.
a. DVHF is not a separate program, but rather an advocacy approach that is woven into the fabric of all the agency’s work.
b. Housing is a right.
c. Housing is often the beginning of a survivor’s path toward stability, not the end.
d. Survivors are the experts in their own lives and know what is best for themselves and their children.
e. Advocates and survivors are partners.  Critical thinking, exploration of services, and problem solving is shared between the survivor and advocacy.
f. Advocacy is free-flowing and flexible to address the changing and evolving needs of survivors and their children.
g. Advocacy is focused on a survivor, not on domestic violence.

2. Operational Activities (TA and training support will be provided through quarterly cohort sessions on program development activities)
a. Identify 1 leadership staff and 1 advocate who will attend cohort sessions and coordinate agency-wide implementation activities.
b. Continue to review and make any necessary updates to the agency’s mission/values and policies/procedures to fully align with the DVHF approach.
c. Continue to train agency staff, volunteers, board members, etc., as needed, on the DVHF approach.
d. Participate in DVHF model evaluation efforts which will be led by OJP staff.
e. Participate in evaluation of the OJP cohort model and provide guidance and suggestions for future cohorts of grantees.
f. Create a formal Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with any named partnering agencies in the grant application, if applicable, to clarify roles and responsibilities and outline a plan to share information to ensure survivor’s privacy and confidentiality are protected.
g. Submit quarterly statistics and 6-month narrative progress reports.
3. Systems Coordination and Partnering. Develop working relationships with other homeless service providers to enhance housing advocacy services within the agency. The goal of these relationships is to ensure the needs of victims/survivors are being met, and their rights are being upheld. Partners may include local homeless shelters, regional Continuum of Cares (COCs), Family Homeless Prevention and Assistance Program (FHPAP) providers, local school district homeless services, other homeless service providers.  Activities may include training, collaborative work groups, information sharing, community provider networks, referral agreements, co-advocacy coordination, etc.
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