
Mike Hinrichs Statement: Sept. 24, 2026 
On the morning of March 21, my world came crashing down when the lives of my beloved 
wife Jessi, and our three beautiful children, sons Hudson and Cayden, and daughter Avery, 
were all lost to me forever in the horrible fire that destroyed our home. This truly 
unfathomable loss and all-consuming grief is with me every day and will be forever with 
every breath God allows me to take. 

My only purpose today at this occasion is to express my thanks to the brave first 
responders and firefighters, the White Bear Lake fire investigators and the State Fire 
Marshal’s team for their efforts that morning and continuing to this day. My deepest thanks 
and gratitude go out to all those in the community that have supported me and our other 
family members in this darkest of times. Your kindness has not gone unnoticed, even if we 
have been too numb to adequately acknowledge your compassion and sympathy. 

I also wish to express a special thanks to the Minnesota Wild, Minnesota Hockey and all 
the members of the hockey community for their support and many tributes to Jessi. Family 
always came first for Jessi, but all things hockey ran a close second. She loved the Wild 
and the game of hockey with boundless enthusiasm and communicated her joy and 
passion for the sport to all those who could hear her voice. Recently, it was announced 
that the Jessi Pierce Community Cup Hockey Tournament will be played in December 
honoring her memory. A truly amazing way to honor her. Thank you sincerely for making 
that a part of her legacy. 

Finally, thank you for remembering the best of my family and for your continued prayers 
and support. 

--Mike 
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