SMOKE ALARM NEWS RELEASE
DEPARTMENTS SHOULD WORK WITH SURROUNDING AREA AGENCIES ON NEWS RELEASES TO AVOID DUPLICATION WHEN ISSUING TO MEDIA.	                    		
CONTACT:
PHONE:
FIRE OFFICIALS REMIND RESIDENTS IMPORTANCE OF HAVING WORKING 
SMOKE ALARMS IN THEIR HOMES
Smoke alarms should be tested monthly, batteries changed at least once annually.

[YOUR CITY/COUNTY], Minn. – The [INSERT YOUR DEPATMENT NAME] is reminding people to test their smoke alarms following a fire [DAY OR DATE] that [KILLED OR INJURED] [XX] people. 
[YOUR FIRE OFFICIAL’S NAME AND TITLE] said the fire on [DATE] in the [XXXX] block of [STREET NAME] appears to have been [ACCIDENTALLY/INTENTIONALLY] started. The home did not have working smoke alarms. 
“Smoke alarms save lives — but only if they are properly maintained,” said [YOUR FIRE OFFICIAL’S NAME AND TITLE]. “Smoke alarms give you the critical seconds you need to escape a fire.”
Smoke Alarms 101: A short course in safety 
People die every year across Minnesota in homes without working smoke alarms. Smoke alarms need to be tested monthly and the batteries changed (in models powered by replaceable batteries) at least once each year. 
Every home in Minnesota is required to have at least one smoke alarm per level. In new construction, a smoke alarm must be installed in each sleeping room and in a point centrally located in the corridor leading to those rooms. These alarms must be interconnected.
The two most common types of smoke detectors used today are photoelectric detectors and ionization detectors.
There are many alarms on the market now, but here’s a refresher to help people decide which type of alarms they want and where to position them in their homes. 

Smoke alarm placement: In each sleeping area and one on every level of the home.
Testing: Once a month.
Batteries: Change them at least once a year (twice a year when you change your clocks is best), unless they are the 10-year lithium battery type. These batteries are sealed into the device and the entire unit should be replaced either every 10 years or when the end-of-life “chirp” sounds.
Replacement: Typically every 10 years, even when hard-wired.
Hard-wired smoke alarms: They still need to be replaced, and it doesn’t necessarily take an electrician.  The wires are hooked into a connector. Simply unplug the alarm from the connector and replace it with a new one. If the connections are different, adapters should be available wherever alarms are sold.
Photoelectric: These tend to be more sensitive to smoldering fires. They work by aiming a light into a sensing chamber. When particles (such as smoke, dust, or bugs) enter the chamber, the alarm sounds.
Ionization: These tend to be more sensitive to flaming fires. They have a small amount of radioactive material between two electrically charged plates. When smoke (and only smoke) enters the chamber, it interrupts the flow and activates the alarm.
There is an ongoing debate whether photoelectric or ionization alarms are better. Since it is impossible to predict which type of fire will occur, for best protection, use both.
Combination alarms: These incorporate both photoelectric and ionization sensors. Typically, there is not a digital read-out.
Specialty smoke alarms: Interconnected alarms are available in both battery and hard-wired styles. Children may be more likely to awaken to the sounds of a voice alarm.  Parents can record a message such as “Get out immediately!” For the deaf and hard-of-hearing, a bed-shaker alarm is available. There are alarms that will also alert you on your smart phone. Keep an eye out for alarms that have lower-pitched tones that are more easily heard by most people.
Contact the [NAME OF YOUR FIRE DEPARTMENT] at [CONTACT INFORMATION] for more information about smoke alarms. More information is also available in this smoke alarm fact sheet or on our website: [XXXXXXX].  

